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BOOK REVIEWS. Ill 

to Virginians as nearly all of the actors in the events described were 
Virginians, and as the country from Pittsburg to the Kanawha was then 
within the jurisdiction of this State. 

The notes as usual are of great value; but as was the case with 
the proceeding volume, show sometimes a curious dislike to credit Vir- 
ginia when credit is properly due. For instance on p. 2, it is stated that 
Fort Pitt was garrisoned by British troops until 1772, then held by 
Virginians until the end of Dunmore's War and afterwards was occupied 
by American troops under Col. John Neville. Virginians are Americans; 
but the word American as used in this Note in contrast with British and 
Virginian can only have one meaning — troops directly under control of 
the American Congress. This will no doubt be the idea conveyed to any 
reader who is not informed. 

One must feel that the Editors have been somewhat loose in the 
use of words when it is known that John Neville was sent to Pittsburg 
(Fort Duquesne or Pitt) by the Virginian Convention on August 7, 1775 
with a company of Virginia troops "the said company to be in the pay , 
of this Colony from the time of their marching." 

Again on p. 5, it is stated that Fort Randolph at the mouth of 
Great Kanawha was occupied by a company of Virginia Militia under 
Captain Matthew Arbuckle and one from Pennsylvania under Captain 
John Robinson, when the very reference the editors give (p 230 of the 
preceding volume) is an order of the Executive Council of Virginia (Feb. 
12, 1777) that a company be raised to garrison Fort Randolph under Cap- 
tain John Robinson. His company was raised by Virginia's order and 
he had his commission from the same state. 

One or two other Notes may be referred to. On p. 176 it is stated 
that the origin of the name Staunton is unknown. There can be little 
doubt that the town was named after Rebecca Staunton wife of Gover- 
nor Gooch. General Weedon (p.214) died according to Heitman in 
November 1793. 



The Descendants of Captain Thomas Carter of "Barford," Lancaster 
County Virginia 1652-1912. 

With genealogical notes of many of the allied families by Joseph 
Lyon Miller, M. D., member of the Virginia Historical Society, the 
West Virginia Historical Society, The Filson Club (Ky.) &c, Whittett 
and Shepperson Printers, Richmond, Virginia. For Sale by Dr. J. L. 
Miller, Thomas, West Virginia, pp. 388 with 164 illustrations, portraits, 
views, fac-similies, Seals, Coats of Arms &c, with full index. 

No Compiler of a Virginia genealogy has begun work under 
conditions apparently more discouraging than did Dr. Miller when he 
undertook an account of the descendants of Captain Thomas Carter of 
Lancaster Co., Va. 
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The surname is very numerously represented in entirely uncon- 
nected families, and even those who had some experience in tracing 
Virginia family history only knew that Captain Thomas Carter was a 
man of prominence in Lancaster County, and that there was a vast num- 
ber of people of his name probably descended from him. 

Captain Carter was a man of local prominence, and his descend- 
ants had respectable positions and were generally in comfortable circum- 
stances . The very large number of children in each generation naturally 
caused much subdivision of property, and prevented the accumulation 
of any great estates. As Dr. Miller says they were good citizens, lead- 
ing honourable lives but with few exceptions they were prior to the 
Revolution not people of prominence. Not only were there numerous 
representatives of the family in Lancaster and adjacent counties; but 
the family continued to increase and multiply in a remarkable way and 
branches spread rapidly to more distant Counties; and later to other 
States. Since the Revolution many of the descendants of Thomas Carter 
in his own and other names, have been men of note in the civil and mili- 
tary affairs of the country. 

Nothing that industry, minute care and careful consideration of 
evidence could do, in the examination of public and private records, has 
been spared and the result is a really remarkable genealogy. 

Industry and intelligence have in Dr. Miller's case (as does not 
always happen) been rewarded by remarkable good fortune in the dis- 
covery of old family records in Bibles, prayer-books, manuscript accounts 
prepared years ago, old portraits and similar aids to genealogy. 

The book is thoroughly well vlone, and will be of great interest to 
hundreds of families. It is imposible in our space to give even a list of 
families treated, in varying degrees of fullness. 

There is a good index and many illustrations. 



